
Are you an adult who loves to learn?

This fall, the McMaster Discovery Program is offering a free university-level, non-credit course to adults living in Hamilton who 
experience barriers to accessing higher learning opportunities.

The course runs for 12 weeks beginning on Saturday September 7th, 2013.

The course is called “Plagues and the People of Hamilton”. We live in a time in which people are increasingly worried about killer 
germs and epidemics. Epidemics and plagues are not new; they have influenced the course of human history for thousands of 
years. This course explores the origins, antiquity and impact of plagues in the past and present. We will examine the hidden his-
tory of major epidemics in Hamilton’s past and discover how diseases such as cholera, tuberculosis and influenza have left their 
mark on the city and its people.

In this course you will

• read, understand and evaluate works, written in English, that discuss epidemics and history, and Hamilton’s place in that 
history

• experience the city with new eyes and think about it in new ways

• develop your own creative expressions in writing, art, or media

• connect with further opportunities for lifelong learning

To apply, you must be an adult who:

• has a love of learning

• loves to read

• is willing to attend 12 classes, complete assigned reading and homework (which could take 1 hour/day), and participate in 
group discussions

• is willing to join in on class excursions to experience first-hand some of the locations where epidemics have left a mark on 
Hamilton

We will meet at McMaster University every Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm. Lunch is provided. We provide support for child care, 
transportation and make every attempt to accommodate your individual learning needs. Each class involves a lecture from the 
professor and a workshop session with the coordinator and a student support team from McMaster. 

See reverse for more info on how to apply



To apply

Applications will be accepted from Monday July 8th to Mon-
day July 22nd

Your application must include:
• your full name

• the best way we can get in touch with you

• a brief, written description of why you are interested in 
participating in the McMasterDiscovery Program

• a brief, written description of  the barriers you have 
experienced to accessing higher learning opportunities

Send an email with the above information to Jeanette Eby, 
the coordinator of the McMaster Discovery Program at dis-
covery@mcmaster.ca OR drop off your application on paper 
at the Adult Basic Education Association office located at 35 
King St. E., Suite 7 (Main Floor) (corner of King and Hughson).

Spaces in this course are limited. As an applicant, you will be 
contacted first come first serve to arrange a half hour meeting 
to see if this course is right for you and how we can support 
you in your educational journey.

Meetings will take place in mid-August. Later applicants will 
be put on a waiting list and contacted to arrange a meeting if 
spots become available.

Want to learn more about the program?

Attend our Information Night on Wednesday July 3rd, 
7pm at the Central Hamilton Public Library, Hamilton 
Room.

If you have any inquiries please contact Jeanette at  
905-525-9140 ext. 24066 and leave a message.

We look forward to hearing from you!

This program is offered by McMaster University in collaboration with our community partners: Adult Basic Education Association, City of 
Hamilton, Hamilton Community Foundation, Hamilton Public Library, Hamilton Roundtable for Poverty Reduction


