
New Hope Community Bikes Update July 2014

It's been an exciting few months for the New Hope Community Bike shop as 

the weather warms-up and the cycling season begins! We've been very busy with 

all kinds of events in the Crown Point neighbourhood and beyond. As a part of the 

neighbourhood and recipients of Crown Point Community Planning Team funding, 

we would like to let you know how things have been going at New Hope. 

We have had new faces join us for the warmer and busier months, including 

two summer students and two highschool co-op students. One to help out with 

community relations, event planning, and to take on more of the customer 

service and administration tasks so the guys can do what they do best: build and 

repair bikes. We've also had a couple highschool boys doing their co-op hours 

with the shop and one of them has been hired on for the summer as a bike 

mechanic.

With added staff and close to 1,300 volunteer hours clocked since January, 

we have had great help around the shop. The help has been very much 

appreciated since we have sold approximately two hundred bikes so far this 

season. We've also had many people coming to us with the bikes they already 

own, wanting to get them tuned-up and ride-ready. Between selling so many 

bikes and the volume of repairs, we have been virtually sold out of re-furbished 

bikes for the better part of 

May and June. 

The business side of 

things at the bike-shop has 

certainly been thriving, but 

we always seek to nourish 

the relationships we have in 

the community as well as to 

increase our engagement 

with the neighbourhood and 

Hamilton.



We've been partnering with Hamilton Public Health's Helmet Initiative to 

bring our Ride Smart bike safety programs to different elementary schools this 

spring. We also partnered with Bike for Mike and gave out 550 bikes to the Crown 

Point neighbourhood through that event which was hosted at Queen Mary School. 

Last fall we received grant money from the CPCPT to purchase cargo 

bikes, “Wikes”, that would be rented out to the community as alternative 

transportation. The grant was to purchase 5 of the Wikes. We have built and 

successfully rented out. In fact, the Wikes are so popular that all five of them are 

continuously rented out, four of which to residents of the Crown Point 

neighbourhood and we have people on a waiting list!

A major event that New Hope put on this season was this years' Steel City 

Bike Festival. We put together a number of events during the week of June 8-14 th, 

a few of which brought the festival to Crown Point. A barbecue and basic bike 

repair workshop was hosted at New Hope, and the Perkins Center put on a 

pancake breakfast for the Saturday of the festival followed by a family ride 

organized by members of New Hope Church. 

On Friday the 13th, Gage park served as the turn around point for “A Ride 

for the Masses”, which was a huge success with over 100 cyclists participating. 

We were quite impressed with the turn-out and  hope to make this a yearly 

tradition. 


